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MAAO Agricultural Committee Report
Agricultural Committee Members
Chair -
Jeanne Henderson, Sherburne County
Region 1 – Ron Vikre, Fillmore County

Region 2 – Sue Schulz, McLeod County

Region 3 – Gale Zimmermann, Morrison County

Region 4 – Mike Dangers, Aitkin County

Region 5 - Joyce Schmidt, Pipestone County

Region 6 – Doug Bruns, Renville County

Region 7 – Steve Carlson, Becker County

Region 8 – Al Heim, Roseau County

Region 9 – Keith Kern, Vice Chair, Carver County

DOR Representative – Tom Reineke

The Agricultural Committee met on September 25, 2012 at the MAAO Fall Conference.  The following topics were discussed:
Green Acres Program – The Green Acres factors/values were discussed and also with a mostly agricultural market right now if counties were still using Green Acres.  

Rural Preserve Program – Counties are being very proactive with the mailing of letters to property owners with 2b acreage that needs to be enrolled into the Rural Preserve program prior to the May 1, 2013 deadline.  

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – This issue continues to be a concern for assessor’s statewide.  Many counties have already or plan on sending out letters to property owners for updated contract information. 
Crop Productivity Index (CPI) - Counties statewide are implementing the use of CPI’s for the valuation of agricultural land.  It was discussed that assessor’s will be looking for guidance on implementing this use of CPI’s.  There are several instructional power points that have been created.  The Ag Committee will look into posting a power point and supporting documents to the MAAO Ag Committee website page.
The Agricultural Committee will continue to work with our Regions in the upcoming year as we address these topics, along with: 
Grain Elevator Cost Schedule – update the cost schedule as needed

RIM Acreage 
Trust properties and homestead determinations

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne Henderson, Chair

Agricultural Committee 

