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Beginning in January, as chair of the Ag Committee, I attended many meetings held at the Department of Revenue to discuss the bills that were introduced to repeal/change the Green Acres and the Rural Preserve Property Tax Program legislation.   The Legislative Committee looked to the Ag Committee for assessor input on these agricultural issues. The Ag Committee was very active in surveying the assessors in their respective regions and compiling the information.   As a committee we look forward to working with the Legislative Committee on future agricultural issues.

The Ag Committee, along with both sub-committees, is scheduled to meet on Thursday, May 26, 2011 at 7:00 a.m.  The Ag Committee meeting will be brief as the majority of our time will be devoted to sub-committee meetings.  

The Grain Elevator Committee – Requested changes were submitted to the Department of Revenue last December.  Per Michael Stalberger, the DOR is working on making these changes.  The main change to the Grain Elevator Manual is the removal of ethanol and exempt text.  Michael will contact our committee when the updates are completed and the manual is available on the DOR website.
Ethanol and Sugar Beet Facility Committee – The committee met on January 10th, 2011. However, due to bad driving conditions several of the committee members were not able to attend.  At the upcoming meeting on May 26th,  the committee will be discussing how to proceed with future meetings and the drafting of the ethanol and sugar beet schedules.
Valuing the Rural Special Purpose Property is one of the seminars being presented at this years summer seminars.  According to Dan Whitman, as of May 16, 2011, there are 59 people pre-registered.  Special thanks to the seminar instructors Marc Mandersheid and Tom Reineke.
Respectfully submitted
Jeanne Henderson
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